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	Glossary of Qualifications



GCSE
GCSEs are nationally recognised academic qualifications usually taken by students aged 14+They are graded from 9 (high grade) to 1 (low grade)
iGCSE
An International GCSE (iGCSE) is an academic qualification at a similar level to a GCSE. It is recognised by colleges, universities and employers in the UK and internationally and is also graded from 9 to 1.
Functional Skills
Functional Skills qualifications focus on the practical English and Mathematics skills needed for everyday life, further education and employment. They are available at different levels, including Entry Levels, Level 1 and Level 2. Level 2 is broadly comparable in level to a GCSE grade 4, although the qualifications are different in content and assessment.
BTEC, Open awards, RSPH, City & Guilds – Are all professional awarding bodies for qualifications and offer various vocational qualifications that usually focus on practical, work-related learning. Students develop knowledge and skills through a combination of practical activities, coursework and assessment. 
AQA Unit Award Scheme (UAS)
The AQA Unit Award Scheme recognises achievement in individual areas of learning. Students receive a certificate for each unit they successfully complete. It is not a formal qualification or examination but provides a valuable way of recognising progress and achievement, particularly where learning is personalised.
What do the levels mean?
Pre-entry and Entry Levels recognise learning and progress before Level 1. Students can achieve entry level 1-moving up to entry level 3. 
Level 1 qualifications develop foundation knowledge and skills. It is the first formal step in qualifications and is roughly the equivalent to a 1-3 grade at GCSE, (D-G grade). 
Level 2 represents an intermediate standard of achievement and is roughly the equivalent to a 9-4 grade at GCSE, (A*-C grade). A level 2, depending on the qualification, can support progression to further study, training or employment. 
Level 3 is the equivalent of Advanced level (A Level) study at sixth form colleges, and is often a requirement for university entry.
Vocational qualifications are offered in 3 levels: Award, Certificate and Diploma. The difference between these is largely the number of guided learning hours (GLH) and level of detail, accumulating in achieving a number of credits.
Award – short/basic course on one single topic; 120-140 GLH; 1-12 credits; 
Certificate – 130-370 GLH; 13-36 credits
Diploma – largest/most comprehensive course covers more detail; 370+ GLH; 37+ Credits.
Each of the award, certificate or diploma qualifications can be achieved at a level1, 2, or 3
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